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recognized by the sultan's government, though, for two en-
tirely different reasons, they were not recognized by the
Ecumenical patriarch. Another illustration of this difference
of point of view is furnished by the split in the early part of
the eighteenth century, which led to the establishment of
the two lines of patriarchs, existing ever since, each claiming
to be Greek Patriarch of Antioch, one Orthodox, the other
Catholic. For over one hundred years the Turkish Govern-
ment ignored the division, treating members of both churches
as belonging to one communion and recognizing only the
Orthodox patriarch.
The second statement calling for notice is as follows:
"Whenever it is evident that, in any one of the sister
churches, orthodox doctrine or the rules of the whole
church are imperilled, every other church has of itself the
right to interfere." In case of such interference being
attempted, it is evident that friction might easily be caused
by a difference of opinion between the church criticised and
the church criticising as to what constitutes a menace to
orthodox doctrine or practice. Such friction would natu-
rally be exaggerated if the interference came from that
patriarch who enjoys the title primus inter pares, and who
resides in the imperial city. Ambitious motives might
be attributed. It is conceivable that they might be enter-
tained. An assertion of supremacy would be suspected.
As a matter of fact it often has been suspected. In the re-
cent contest for the possession of the Patriarchate of Antioch
(to be detailed later), between the native Syrian and the
so-called Ionian or foreign elements, the former bitterly ac-
cused the Patriarch of Constantinople of an unwarrantable
attempt to usurp authority in the internal affairs of a sister
patriarchate. "We will have no pope to rule over us!"
cried the excited Damascenes. "Nothing can control us
but a General Council!" Leaders of the Ionian faction
vehemently deny this charge. One of these, himself a prel-
ate of the See of Alexandria, declared to me that " never,
never, never," had the Ecumenical patriarch attempted such
arbitrary interference in any one of the sister patriarchates:
he was the first to make war against the idea of the papacy;

